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We Are Now Eight Billion!

A K ZIAUDDIN AHMED

P fon in the world is s$ Andthish
declining arming rate. Many I\ an actions like defores

species have already become extinet and consumption beyond  has a kind of celebratory tone. The UN

and many others are on the verge of lhcllmlhof the planet. The human population  the growth to increas e expectancy, and im-  lion.
extinction - we call them endangered species. s however growing steadily. provements in public health, nutrition, medicine,  popu nother billion. UN
atrick Greenfield An(l Ma According to the United Nations projection,  etc. But the tr toholdevery-  Unde -General for Economic and
October 13, 2022, the G the the world population reached eight billion on  where. Let’s take a look at the comparison of the  Social Affairs L m/llt‘ml\lllolN rves, "Rapid pop
carth’s wildlife lx)nul.lllnu ha 0[)])(‘(‘ by 69%  November 15, 2 The UN tweeted, "8 billion i of ulation growth maki vert n-
stimated by batting hunger and malnutrition,

he

happened be-  hopes. 8 billion dreams. 8 billion solutions. Our  population reached 1 billion in 1803 nllhvn rose ing to an article titled ‘Is the Sahara Desert

ation, in-  planet is now home to 8 billion people,” The tweet  to 2 billion in 1928 that is, 5 years. But it wing? by Owen Mulhern on carth.org. The
ascribes  took only 12 years to grow from 7 I)ﬂliml to8bil-  desert now covers 10% more land compared to
The UN estimates that by 2037 the world 1920 when recond lx‘ikln

ility to desertific:
tion. According to the article, the European

in 2010 with the current scenario as

Commission’s Joint Research Center has found
| Region Population 2010 | Current Population | Increase (%) | that every year about 4.18 million square kilome-
World's Population at - VIOl - tersof land nd Asta.
3 Asia ATATNIATSS d mostly 4
8 BILLION PEOPLI , o ‘More peoplemeans more demand for food, job,
Africa 1039304033 1421519301 housing, and so on. Rich countries with low or
negative population growth will face lower de-
Lurope 736412989 TASTISA99 mands for these things although they have more
- — T resources to meet them. Thus, they will continue
North America 343287419 374338852 1o enjoy a life of lavish consumption. Also, be-
South America and the Caribbean | S91352388 GOSITIASS cause of their higher education rate, higher level
of awareness, and superior infrastructure, they
Oceanmia 36873081 44018554 will better adapt to climate change.
Ontheother har,poor countrics do nt e
the Worldometer on November 18, 2022 the coverage of health and education systems  enough resources to meet the above-mentioned
The percentage increases worked out in the  moredifficult” domands. associatod with highor populition
last column of the above table show that the top  Let's look further into the future. According to h. So, they will face more poverty and soci

contributor to thegrowth of the world population  the UN projection, the world population will reach Also, with nadequato intastructu

108 billjon is Aftica. Most African countries are 9.7 billion in 2050. The Worldometer provides the education rates, and a lack of awareness, poor
oot Wi comparatvey 1owor 1 CXDRCIancy  THIoWING contasting Soonario of (b6 past 2000 countris Wil bocomomore lnorabie ot ume
pacts of
Region Topulation 2020 | Population 2050 | Increase (%) m between therichand poor wil
China further expand. As the UN Secretary
1 Asia 4641054775 5290263118 1399 warned, “Unless we bridge the
. ™ ™ tween the global haves and havenots, we are s
ARich 1340898147 U843 8568 ting oursel ran Sdilionsirong world
[Farope TG ETYTYRIE TR filled with tensions and mistrust, crisis and co
| fict”. Indeed, we are seeing all these al
° North Amenca 368869647 425200368 1527 pening. News of armed conflicts, terrori
India . | famine, droughts, etc. is coming out every dz
VAl ; South America and the Caribbean | 653962331 762432366 1659 from poor nations around the workl
—— With e advaneenent o medicalslenceand
Oecaa Ale7m13 37316367, 3444 the discovery of variouslfosaving
' 1 curos wo have rducad the dath ateof
and inadequate availability of nutrition, medi-  and future 2050: S ok, Anmpring s worr bene 4

cine, etc. So, the growth is mostly driven by high- Again, in comparison to 2020 Afri world death rate has come down from 17.71 in 1960
er fertility rates. According to World Bank data  tion is expected to grow by 10 7.71 in 2020, By controlling the death rate, w
updated on September 16, 222,35 countries in the 2050, The land does not grow with the population  havedisturbed the natural balance. Torestore and
world had fertility rates above 4 in 220 and all of ~ rather per capita arable land decreases with the  maintain that balance, we also need to control the
them were African countries. The highest increase in lX)l)\ll’!lk)ll ‘Then there is also deserti-  birth rate in an equitable manner.

was 6.735 in \Hk(‘l whereas the lowest fication. The Sahara Desert in north Africa which

South Korea ato. covers an area almost equal to thesizeof the USA  The writer is a former Corporate Professional

As reported l))' Our World in Data, the world  is expanding steadily across 11 countries accord-  and Academic
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