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Code of Conduct for
National Leaders

A K Z1AuDDIN AHMED

AN a prime minister of a country dance,

sing, drink, entangle in a group hug at a

private party with friends, or enjoy club-

bing till 4 am? What if she is only 36 years

old? Yes, we are talking about Finland's
Prime Minister Sanna Marin. In a leaked video that
went viral the prime minister, in the black camisole
top, was seen ‘dancing and singing with reckless aban-
don’ and ‘laughing, cavorting, hips swiveling' as de-
scribed by Marja Heinonen, a Finnish writer and au-
thor in her opinion in CNN.

According to a news report by Kostya Manenkov
and Karl Ritter of the Associated Press published on
August 21, 2022, the prime minister acknowledged that
the party was rather boisterous but to her knowledge,
there was only alcohol but not drugs, She also took a
drug test to put an end to such
speculations. [

The prime minister toldre- =
porters, “lhope that in the year

2022 it's accepted that even de- h‘ '
'

cision-makers dance, sing and
%o to parties”, which means
she is not sure about the public
aceeptance of such behaviour.
Her doubt is further revealed ’
when she says, “I didn’t wish §
for any images to be spread, but
it's up to the voters to decide
what they think about it". As
for the voters, there were opin:
ions like, “I think it's impon
tant for our politicians to be re-
spectableand enjoy the trust of
the public. So, Idon’t think it's
agood look™,

Of course, there are people
on the other side too. They

president including Bangladesh., The president of
Bangladesh has to be a minimum of 35 years old. The
minimum age for the president in India and the USA
is also 35. The minimum age for president in Pakistan
and China is perhaps the highest in the world at 45.

It is common sense that the more you advance in age
themore knowledge and experience you accumulate. That
gives you a Kind of maturity and your decisions and be-
haviour are guided more by the brain than by hormones,
However, it is also true that people’s physical and mental
ability gradually diminishes with advanced age, That rais-
s the pertinent question, should there be a maximum age
limit for the posts of prime minister and president?

There is a retivement age for civil servants and oc-
cupations that are regulated by law in all countries, It's
generally 85, The law probably assumes that after age 65
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Heads of the state or gov-
ernment are national leaders. They lead the nation.
They influence people by their actions, behaviour, and
charisma. They must have the wisdom and prudence
to guide anation in the right direction. They have to be
able to handle crises and calamities, Their responsi-
bilities and nature of work constitute a way of life that
can't be compared with common people. Accordingly,
they have to have a different code of conduct.

We have seen that the Finnish prime minister is
only 36 years old. Perhaps her age could be attributed
to the *dancing and singing with reckless abandon.’
So, should there be a minimum age for the posts like
the prime minister and president?

Sebastian Kurz became the foreign minister of
Austria at the age of 27 and then became the chancellor
of the country at the age of 31. The Finnish prime min-
ister was 34 when she took office. Jacinda Arden became
prime minister of New Zealand at the age of 37, And,
Emmanuel Macron became president of France at 39,

In most countries, there is no minimum age for
holding the office of the prime minister. The mini-
mum age is usually specified for becoming a lawmak-
erthat is a member of parliament, which is 18 to 25,
However, some countries have a minimum age for the
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people cannot have the physical and mental ability to
continue with their profession or even if they do, their
productivity will not be at the level required.

Laws are made by lawmakers. Since they donotseta
retirement age for themselves or the prime minister
and president, it probably implies that they don't need
one. And they may be right in that order: Their mental
abilities may not dwindle with age like common people,
We have seen Mahathir Mohamad of Malaysia become
prime minister at the age of 92. He did not show any
sign of physical or mental decay during his tenure.
Also, Joe Biden became the president of the USA at the
age of 78 and he is going strong as of now. Of course,
some people might contend that these are exceptions.

How about educational qualifications for the nation-
al leaders? Shouldn't there be a minimum qualification
for holding the highest offices in the country? Of course,
academic degrees do not always reflect the knowledge
and wisdom of a person. But there should be some crite-
ria to filter out the people devoid of intellectual capacity
to lead a nation from the race to the throne,

The writer is a former Corporate Professional and
Academic
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